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DWELLING UNIT COMMENCEMENTS REPORTED BY APPROVING AUTHORITIES
NEW SOUTH WALES, SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER 1995
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» The total number of dwelling units reported as com- .
menced in September 1995 was 5,373 while in October
the number reported was 2,973, The number of dwelling
units reported as commenced for the Svdney Statistical
Division for the two months ended October 1995 were
5,362

e There were 2,808 privalc scctor houses reported as com-
menced during September 1995 and 1,897 during October
1995.
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The number of other residential buildings that were
reported as commenced in the two months ended October
1995 was 3.564

NOTE: This publication has been released with both the September 1995 and October
1995 data. A separate publication WILL NOT be released for September 1995,

INQUIRIES o for more information about statistics in this publication and the availabilitv of related unpublished
statistics, contact Damian Sparkes on Adelaide (08) 237 7590 or any ABS State Office.

o for information about other ABS statistics and services please refer to the back of this publication.




TABLE 1. DWELLING UNITS COMMENCED, NSW
(Number of dwelling units)

Private sector Public sector Total
(ther Other Other
residential residential residential
Period Houses  butldings Total Houses  buildings Totaf Houses  buildings Total
1993-94 28,427 15,861 44 288 763 1,832 2,595 29190 17,693 46 883
199495 30,400 21074 51,483 409 1,128 1,537 30818 22.202 53,020
July-October—
1994.95 11,308 7354 18,662 176 410 586 11,484 7.764 19,248
1995.96 9,260 6,778 16,038 173 1,385 1.558 9433 8,163 17.596
1994
October 3084 1,968 5,052 32 R 70 3116 2006 5,122
November 2,860 2,145 5,005 52 120 172 2912 2,265 5177
December 2,188 1,494 3682 27 a7 114 2215 1,581 3.796
1995
January 2,736 2.208 4,942 Z1 171 192 2,757 2377 5.134
February 2614 1,345 2,959 19 65 84 1633 1410 4043
March 2,305 1.453 3758 44 119 163 2,349 1.572 31921
April 1,790 1,150 2940 39 36 75 1,829 1,186 3015
May 2,034 1,523 31,557 12 4 16 2,046 1,527 3573
June 2,574 2.404 4978 19 116 135 2.593 2520 5,113
July 1937 2,195 4,132 78 770 848 2015 2965 4 980
August 2618 1.426 4,044 i8 208 226 2636 1634 4270
September 2,808 2222 5,030 31 112 342 2839 2534 5373
Ociober 1. 897 935 2832 46 95 141 1,943 1,630 2.973%
TABLE 2. DWELLING UNITS COMMENCED IN SELECTED STATISTICAL DIVISIONS
{Number of dweliing ooits)
FPrivaie sector Public secror Total
Other Other Other
- residential residential residential
Periad Houses  buildings Total Houses  buildings Total Houses  burldings Total
SYDNEY STATISTICAL DIVISION )
199304 12,622 10,295 229017 355 1,198 1,553 12,977 11,493 24470
1994.95 14,710 15,678 30,388 274 648 22 14,984 t6.326 31310
1994
October 1,384 1,415 2,799 21 30 51 1,405 1.445 2.850
November 1,347 1,680 3,027 26 59 85 1.373 1,739 3112
December 1,048 1.141 2,189 24 50 74 1072 1.191 2263
1985—
January 1,200 445 2,645 It 24 95 1.211 1,528 2,740
Febrary 1.241 936 2177 14 10 24 1.255 346 2201
March 1110 1,113 2,223 0 [JE) 143 I,140 1,226 2,366
April 400 882 1,872 22 34 56 1,012 916 1928
May 983 1,258 2.242 9 — 9 994 1,258 2282
June 1211 1,920 3131 12 16 58 1,223 1,966 3.i89
July ORR% {818 2 806 40 484 524 1.028 2302 333
August 1,027 934 1,961 g 126 135 1,036 1,060 2,096
September 1,447 1.931 3378 20 203 223 1,467 2,10 3601
October 956 721 1,677 37 47 84 993 768 1,761




TABLE 2. DWELLING UNITS COMMENCED IN SELECTED STATISTICAL DIVISIONS -—continued

(Number of dwelling nuits)
Private sector Public sector Total
Cther Cther Other
residential residential residential
Periad Houses  buildings Total Houses  buildings Total Houses  huldings Total
HUNTER STATISTICAL DIVISION
199394 1812 1,889 5.70t L6 109 225 3928 1,998 5926
199495 3,700 1,550 5250 40 246 286 3,740 1,796 5,536
[994..
October 518 133 651 2 8 10 520 141 661
November 378 146 524 11 19 50 389 185 574
December 290 107 397 — —_ 290 107 397
1995
January 400 372 772 — — 400 372 772
February 156 121 477 2 47 49 358 168 526
March 267 124 3ol K} — 3 270 124 194
April 150 49 199 13 2 15 163 5t 214
May 200 35 235 | - 1 201 35 236
June 3lé 86 402 3 44 47 319 130 449
July ) 275 ]K 363 12 83 95 287 171 458
Augnst EYiY 145 524 1 10 il 380 155 535
September 230 {3 313 7 46 53 237 129 366
October 214 70 284 — — 214 70 284
ILLAWARRA STATISTIC AL DIVISION
199394 2319 201 1120 65 135 200 2,384 936 3320
I 1994.95 2874 £055 31020 5 65 70 1879 1,095 31974
Fo04 .
QOctober 324 199 523 —- —_ - 324 199 523
November 366 102 468 — : 366 102 468
December 254 93 347 35 a5 254 128 382
1995—
Jamary 260 143 403 3 3 260 146 406
February 233 16 269 — — — 233 36 269
‘March 286 76 162 k! 2 5 289 78 367
April 138 44 182 — — — 138 44 182
May 135 42 177 -— -— — 135 42 177
June 135 44 179 — 25 25 135 44 179
Fuly 149 154 n3 2 g6 88 151 240 101
August 198 57 255 -— 16 16 198 57 255
September 438 105 543 - 34 4 438 139 577
October 187 68 255 - 38 a8 187 106 293
i BALANCE OF NEW SOUTH WALES
199394 9.674 1876 12,550 227 390 617 2,901 1266 13,167
199495 9,125 2,791 11916 90 194 284 9,215 2985 12,200
1994
October 858 221 1,079 9 — 9 867 221 1,088
November 769 217 986 15 22 37 784 239 1,023
December 506 153 749 3 2 5 50¢ 155 754
15
January 876 246 1,122 ] 84 94 886 330 1.216
February 784 252 1036 3 8 11 787 260 1,047
March 642 146G 782 8 4 12 650 144 794
Aprid 512 175 68’7 4 -- 4 Sle 175 691
May 714 188 902 2 4 0 716 192 908
June 912 154 1,266 4 26 30 916 380 1,296
! July 525 135 660 24 il7 141 549 252 801
August 1,014 200 1.304 8 72 80 1,022 362 1384
September 693 103 796 4 29 33 697 132 829
g Qctober 540 76 616 9 10 19 549 86 635




TABLE 3. HOUSES COMMENCED, BY MATERIAL OF QUTER WALLS, NSW

Double Other and
Period brick {a} Brick vencer Fibre cement Timber not stated Total

PRIVATE SECTOR

1993-94 1,797 21,003 1.067 1.857 703 38,427
1994.95 4,067 22700 1,054 1,829 759 30,409
o4

Ocrober 366 2304 18 185 111 3.084
November 357 2,146 93 190 74 2 860
December 322 1571 89 149 57 2188
1995

Janvary 23 2,090 107 138 78 2,736
February 367 1983 7 126 59 2614
March 327 1,728 72 131 46 2,305
April 279 1,283 72 113 43 1,750
May 337 1,347 m 135 44 2,034
June 431 1811 90 179 63 2,574
July 274 1,469 45 108 41 1,937
August 434 1910 73 134 67 2618
September 154 2,065 108 149 132 2,808
October 272 1,355 77 P12 81 1,897

PUBLIC SECTOR

1993.94 87 648 i 5 22 763
[994-95 19 156 3 2 9 409
jo84 ‘

October i 23 1 — 7 32
November 4 48 — ' — e 52
December 3 24 - . 27
1995

January 4 15 -— — 2 21
February 2 17 — — — 19
March z 42 — — — 44
April — EL) — — 39
—May H Il — —_ — 12
June e 9 1 — — 19
ity 16 64 — 2 2 78
August 3 14 1 — — i8
September 5 25 — 1 — 31
October 4 38 I 1 2 46

TOTAL

1993.94 3,884 21.651 1.068 1,862 725 20,190
1994-95 4,106 23,056 1,057 1,831 768 30,818
1994 —

October 367 2327 119 185 118 3,16
November 361 2,194 23 190 74 2912
December 325 1.595 89 149 57 2,215
1995

January 327 2,105 107 138 80 2,757
February 369 2,000 7% 126 59 2,633
March 329 1,771 72 131 46 2.349
April 279 1,322 72 113 43 1,829
May 338 1,458 1 135 44 2.046
June 440 1.820 91 179 63 2,593
July 284 1,53 45 110 43 2,015
August 437 1,924 74 134 &7 2636
September 359 2.090 108 150 132 2,839
October 276 1,393 7R 113 83 1,943

(a) Includes house constructed with outer walls of stone or concrete.



TABILE 4. HOUSES COMMENCED IN STATISTICAL DIVISIONS

September 1995 October 1995
Dauble Other Double Other
hrick  Brick ‘tbre and not brick  Brick  Fibre and not
Statistical division fa) vencer cement Timber stated Total fa) veneer cememt Timber  stated Total
PRIVATE SECIOR
Sydney 186 1,124 11 sa 66 1,447 153 728 4 31 40 956
Hunter 28 160 12 15 15 230 12 175 9 15 3 214
llawarra 25 151 LR (R 9 438 ) 152 11 14 4 187
Richmong -— weed 7 70 1 1 3 92 5 65 2 10 2 84
Mid-North Coast 9 102 10 6 6 133 19 78 18 10 7 132
Northern 6 50 9 9 4 78 13 10 4 2 ? 16
North Western 3 22 B 6 2 41 5 29 2 2 1 39
Central West 19 a7 4 5 2 67 20 RE: A 5 2 76
South Eastern 42 90 12 26 14 184 18 26 8 12 [} 70
Murrumbidgee 11 25 6 2 9 53 12 7 7 — 4 40
Murray 8 33 — i 2 44 9 37 t 11 4 62
Far West — 1 — - - I - — — 1 |
New South Wales 354 2,065 108 149 132 2,808 272 1,385 77 112 81 1,897
PUBLIC SECTOR

Sydney 1 3] - I — 20 1 34 — — 2 17
Hunter 1 6 - — — 7 — — — - —
[awarra - — — — — - — — — — — -
Richmond — Tweed — — — — — . — — — — — —
Mid-North Coast — 1 — — _— 1 — — — — — —
Maorthern - — — — — — — — — — — —
North Western 2 — — — -— 2 — 1 — 1 — 2
Central West ] — — — — i 3 — 1 — — 4
South Eastern - — — — — —_ — — - — — —_
Murrumbtdgee — — — — — — — - — — —_ —
Murray — - — — - — — 3 — — — 3
Far West — - — — - — — - — — —
New Sonth Wales 5 15 — 1 — 31 4 38 1 1 2 46
Cw TOTAL

Sydney 197 1,142 11 51 66 1,467 154 762 4 i 42 993
Hunter 29 166 12 15 15 237 12 175 9 15 3 214
Tiawarra 25 351 35 18 9 438 6 152 11 14 4 187
Richmond — Tweed 7 70 ] 11 k! 92 N 65 2 10 2 R4
Mid-Narth Coast 9 103 10 6 6 134 19 T8 18 10 7 132
Northern & 50 9 9 4 78 13 10 4 2 7 36
North Western 5 22 ] 6 2 43 5 3¢ 2 3 | 41
Central West 20 37 4 5 2 68 23 38 12 5 2 80
South Eastern 42 90 12 26 14 R4 18 26 8 12 6 70
Murrumbidgee 1 25 6 2 9 53 12 17 7 — 4 40
Murray 8 13 - 1 2 44 9 40 1 I 4 65
Far West — | —_ — . ] — — . 1 1
New South Wales 35¢ 2,090 108 150 132 2,839 276 1,393 78 113 83 1,943

{a) Inchudes houses constructed with cuter walis of stone of cencrete,



TABLE 5. NEW DWELLING UNITS COMMENCED IN OTHER RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS, BY TYPE IN STATISTICAL DIVISIONS

Septemsber 1995
Semi-detached, row or terrace
frouses. townhouses, etc. of Flats, units or apartments in o building of
Unknown
2 ormaore 4 ar mare or not
Staristical division 1 storey storevs Toral  1-2storeys 3 storers storevs Totat stated Total
NUMBER
Sydney 3R 409 790 260 157 925 1,342 2 2,134
Huriter 57 20 77 42 10 — 52 — 129
Hlawarra 71 47 118 6 15 — 21 — 13¢
Richmond — Tweed 14 — i4 7 — — 7 — 21
Mid North Coast 22 -— 22 2 10 — 12 — 34
Notthern 2 — 2 9 - — 9 — 11
North Western — — — — — — —_ —
Central West 16 2 18 7 — — 7 — 25
South Eastern 12 11 23 — — — -— — 23
Murrumbidgee 4 — 4 i0 — — 19 — 14
Murray . — — 2 — — 2 — 2
Far West — — — 2 - — 2 — 2
New South Wales 579 439 1,068 347 192 925 1,464 2 2,534
VALUE ($°000)
Sydney 27,433 59,804 87,237 - 17,704 11,653 115,760 145,117 85 232,43¢
Hunter 4,410 1,990 6,400 2,906 1,000 — 3,906 - 10,306
Ilawarra 4,947 4,077 9.024 430 L300 — 1,730 10,754
Richmond — Tweed 1667 1,067 420 — — 420 — 1,487
Mid North Coast 1356 — 1,356 140 550 — 1.080 2446
Northern 180 —- 180 660 o - 660 — 840
North Western : — — - B — — —
Central West 1,048 3O E 128 308 — — 398 — 1.52&
Scntth Eastern 784 911 1,695 —_ — — — 1,695
-Murrumbidgee 290 — 290 555 — 555 — 845
Murray : — — 332 — kY — 332
-Far West — — 118 — — 118 18

New South Wales 41,515 66,862 104,377 23,663 14,933 115,760 154,326 85 262,788




TABLE 5. NEW DWELLING UNITS COMMENCED IN OTHER RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS, BY TYPE IN 8TATISTICAL DIVISIONS

October 1995

Semi-detuched, row orterrace

houses, rownhouses, efc. of

Flars, units ar aparmments in a building of

Unkriown
2 or more 4 or more or not
Sraristical division I storey storeys Total ]-2storevs 3 storeys SEOreys Total stated Total
NUMBER
Sydney 202 240 412 135 125 94 354 2 768
Hunter 20 io 39 2 11 18 31 — 70
Illawarra 19 3 50 40 — 16 56 — 106
Richmond — Tweed 4 10 14 I8 -— — 18 -— 32
Mid North Coast i 2 11 7 — — 7 — 18
Northern 4 - 4 — — - — —_ 4
North Western 4 — 4 — — — — —_ 4
Central West 4 4 — — — — — 4
South Eastern 2 — 2 — — — — — 2
Murrumbidgee 4 — 4 - — — — — 4
Murray 6 — [ 12 — — 12 — 1R
Far West — _ — _ o . o
New South Wales 287 263 556 24 136 128 478 2 1,030
VALUE ($°000)
Sydney 16375 20,128 36,504 12,182 7,132 6,880 26,104 izé6 62,824
Hunter 1,889 770 2,659 120 1,200 2,700 4,020 -— 6,679
[awarra 1,382 1.920 3302 2.570 - 2,500 5.070 R371
Richmond —- Tweed 303 677 ag2 1,325 — 1,325 — 2,307
Mid North Coast 660 198 858 700 — T60 — 1,558
Northern 182 — 182 - — — — — 182
North Western 330 - 330 — — - — — 330
Central West 299 - 299 — — — — 299
South Eastern 37 — 37 - — — -— — 37
Mupnmbidgee 470 470 — — — — 470
Murray 375 37s 600 — 600 — 975
Far West — — — — — e —
New Soath Wales 22,35 23.693 45,998 17,497 §,332 12,080 37,909 126 84,033
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction

This publication contains monthly details of the num-
ber of new dwelling units reported by approving authorities as
having commenced. Data for statistical local areas are
included.

Scope and coverage

2. The statistics were compiled from monthly reports,
provided by local and other govermnent authorities, of com-
mencements of new houses and new other residential buildings
forwhich:

(a) building permits were issued by local government or
other government authoritics in areas subject to build-
ing control by thosc authorities; and

(b) contracts were let or day labour work was authorised
by Commonwealth, State, semi-government and local
government authorities.

(c) are valued at $10,000 or more.

Major dwelling unit commencements in areas not
subject to the nommal administrative approval processes (..
buildings on remote mine sites) are also included.

3 The numbcer of dwelling units created by alterations
and additions to existing buildings and through the construc-
tion of new non-residential buildings is not included.

Comparability of statistics

4. .. Because of the difference in data sources, collection
methodologies and timing of notification of commencements,
care should be exercised in comparing quarterly data derived
from monthly dwelling unit commencement statistics with the
quarterly dwelling unit commencement statistics from the
Building Activity Survey.

Definitions

3 A dwelling unit is defined as a self-contained suite of
rooms, including cooking and bathing facilities and inicnded
for long term residential use. Units (whether self-contained or
not) within buildings offering institutional care. such as hos-
pitals, or temporary accommodation e.g. motels, hostels and
holiday apartments, are not defined as dwelling units.

6. A residential building is defined as a building pre-
dominantly consisting of one or more dwelling units. Residen-
tial buildings can be erther houses or other resideniial buildings
as follows:

(@) A house is defined as a detached building predomi-
nantly used for long term residential purposes and
consisting of only one dwclling unit. Thus, detached
‘granny flats’® and detached dwelling units (such as
caretakers’ residences) associated with non-residen-
tial buildings are defined as houscs for the purpose of
these statistics.

{b) An other residential building is defined as a building
which is predominantly used for long term residential
purposes and which contains (or has attached to it)
more than one dwelling unit (e.g. includes town-
houses. duplcxes, apartment buildings etc.).

7. Commencements. For the purposes of this statistical
scries, a dwelling unit is regarded as being commenced on the
date when:

(a) the residential building is first inspected by a local
government or other govermment authority building
inspector or surveyor, whether the work is passed or
not. Ingeneral. the first inspection is undertaken at the
foundations or footings stage of construction; or

(b) the residential building is determined as commenced
by a building inspector or surveyor.

8. Ownership of a building is classified as either Public
Sector or Private Sector according to the sector of the intended
owner of the complelcd building as cvident at the time of
approval. Residential buildings being constructed by private
sector builders under government housing authority ‘schemes
whereby the authority has contracted, or intends to contract, to
purchase the buildings on or before completion, arc classified
as public scctor.

Australian Standard Geographical Classification (ASGC)

9. Arca statistics are now being classificd to the Austra-
lian Standard Geographical Classification, Edition 2.3
(1216.0) and ASGC terminology has been adopled in the
presentation of building statistics. Changes brought about by
the (State) Local Government Act 1993 1o the titles of legal
Local Government Areas (LGAs) have been incorporated in
this publication,

(ay Statistical Local Areas (SLAs) are in most cases either
tdentical with. or have been aggregated to, the pre-
viously published whole or part of legal Local Gov-
crnment Areas (LGAs) as defined under the (State)
Local Government Act 1919 and comprising cities (C),
municipalities (M) and shires (8). Tn other cases, they
are identical to cach previously published unincorpo-
rated area. The (State) Local Government dct 1993
climinated the titles of Shirc and Municipality and
instituted the concept of Area (A). With one exception
— Sutherland (S} became Sutherland Shire (A) ~
names of the LGAs have remained unaltered. In
aggregale. SLAs cover the whole of the State without
gaps or overlaps. In some cases lcgal LGAs overlap
Statistical Subdivision boundaries and therefore com-
prisc two SL As (Part A and Part B) or three SLAs in
the case of Cabonne (A) (Part A, Part B and Part C).

(by Statistical Subdivisions {SSDs). These consist of one
or more SLAs and form the intermediate size spatial
unit for the presentation of regional data.

{c) Statistical Divisions (SDs). These consist of onc or
morce Statistical Subdivisions (SSDs). Where SSDs
are not shown for statistical purposes. statistical local
areas arc shown ordercd alphabetically within statisti-
cal divisions. The divisions are designed to be rela-
tively homogeneous regions characicrised by
identifiable social and economic units within the
region, under the unifying influence of one or more
major towns or cities,

(d) Swatistical Districts. To provide comparable statistics
over a period of time. statistical districts have been
deflined around sclected urban centres, with a popula-
tion of 25,000 or more. cxpertencing urban growth
beyvond the legal local government area boundaries.
Those districts are intended 1o contain the anticipated
urban spread over the next 20 vears. In some cases,
Statistical District boundaries arc identical to those of



particular Statistical Subdivisions (e.g. Newcastle
SSD and Wollongong SSD included in Table 6 of this
publication).

Unpublished data

10, The ABS can also make available certain dwelling unit
commencement data which are not published. Where it is not
practicable to provide the required tnformation by telephone,
data can be provided in the following forms: microfiche,
photocopy, computer printout and clerically extracted tabula-
tion. A charge may be made for providing unpublished infor-
mation in these forms.

Related publications

1L, Other ABS publications which may be of interest
include:

Building Approvals, Australia (8731.0) - issued monthly

Building Approvals, New South Wales (8731.1) ~ issued
monthly

Building Activity, Australia: Dwelling Unit Commence-
ments, Preliminary (8750.0) - issued quarterly

Building Activity, New South Wales (8752.1) — issued
quarterly

lHousing Fingnee for Owner Occupation, Australia
(5609.0) — issued monthly

Price Index of Materials Used in House Building (6408.0)
— issued monthly

Engineering Construction Survey (8762.0) — issued
quarterly

19

12. Curreni publications produced by the ABS are listed
in the Catalogue of Publications and Products, Australia
(1101.0). The ABS also issues, on Tuesdays and Fridays, a
Release Advice (1105.0) which lists publications to be released
in the next few days. The Catalogue and Release Advice are
available from any ABS office.

Symbels and Other Usages
not applicable

— nil or rounded to zero (including mull cells)
A Area

C City

ny.a. notyet available

I figure or series revised since previous issue
SD Statistical Division

SLA  Statistical Local Area

SSD  Statistical Subdivision

13. Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies may
occur between sums of the component items and totals.

GREGORY W. BRAY
Deputy Commonwealth Statistician



For more information . . .

The ABS publishes a wide range of statistics and other information on Australia's economic and social
conditions. Details of what is available in various publications and cther products can be found in the
ABS Catalogue of Publications and Products available from all ABS Offices.

ABS Products and Services

Many standard products are available from ABS bockshops located in each State and Territory. In
addition to these products, information tailored to the needs of clients can be obtained on a wide range
of media by contacting your nearest ABS Office. The ABS also provides a Subscription Service for
standard products and some tailored information services.

National Dial-a-Statistic Line
0055 86 400

Steadycom P/L: premium rate 25¢/21.4 secs.

This number gives 24-hour access, 365 days a year, for a range of important economic  statistics
including the CP!.

Internet
http://www.statistics. gov.au

A wide range of ABS information is available via the Internet, with basic statistics available for each
State, Territory and Australia. We also have Key National indicators, ABS product release details and
-- other infermaticn of general interest.

Sales and Inquiries

Keylink  STAT.INFO/ABS
X.400 (C:Australia,PUB:Telemema, O:ABS,FN:STAT,SN:INFO
Internet  stat.info@abs.telememo.au

National Mail Order Service (068) 252 5249

Subscription Service 1800 02 0608
Information Inquiries Bookshaop Sales

SYDNEY (Q2) 268 4611 268 4620
MELBOURNE (03) 9615 7755 9615 7755
BRISBANE (07) 32226351 3222 6350
PERTH (09) 360 5140 360 5307
ADELAIDE (O8) 237 7100 237 7582
HOBART {002) 205 800 205 800
CANBERRA (06) 252 6627 207 0326
DARWIN (089) 432 111 432 111

B

Client Services, ABS, PO Box 10, Belconnen ACT 2616

2874110009950
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